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FRAGMENTS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE 

OF FORMER PETERSBURG JEWISH PUBLIC 

FIGURES IN 1920-S

M. Beizer, Hebrew University of  Jerusalem,

V. Kelner, Saint Petersburg State University

(Introductory article and commentaries)

Abstract: A sample of a private correspondence presented in this publication 
reß ects the difÞ cult fate of the St. Petersburg pre-revolutionary Jewish public elite in 
the 1920s. These outstanding lawyers, medical doctors, economists, journalists and 
lay communal leaders turned into “splinters” of the formerly diverse and formidable 
capital’s Jewish life. The list of the authors of the letters includes such outstanding 
Þ gures, as Oscar Gruzenberg, Boris Brutskus, Solomon Posner, and others, while 
the addressees are Maxim Vinaver, Boris Bogen, and Olga Kameneva. The letters 
are located in the archives of New York, Cincinnati and Moscow. 
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Judaica Petropolitana  4, 2015  179

      .   

1905 .          -

     .   

       -

: . , . , . . , . . , -
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       .
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      1918 .4 ,   -

  ,     ,    -

       

 (  ),     -

     5.   -

    1921 . 

3        . . ,  4-  
  .      . . 

4        : « ,   
 …   , (…) ,    ,        

   –    ». . : . .  -
 / . ., .  . . .  //    

 . 2(6). 1994. . 226.
5       .:  .  … . 

228–230. : Elbinger H. M. Reshit shel ‘hapluga hayehudit halokhemet’ beOdessa // 
Heavar. 1970. Book 16. Pp. 121–131; Ariel Y. Beshurot hatsharat Balfur beOdessa // Heavar. 
1968. Book 15. Pp. 116–120.  «  »  -

 ( . ), .  ,     1917 . .   
      . . ,      
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6    (  , 1883–1941)   
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    .  1920 . . .    

  ,          -
  .  1923–1925 .    

      .  1935 .,   
. .  (      )     , 

     ,   1937  1938 . . .  
  11  1941 .      

  .      .
7     —      

 (  1921 –  1922).      
   —     . 

            
   – .    1  1923 
.        (AmericanReliefAdministration - 

  )  .
8 Rawson Don C. Editor’s Introduction // Yesterday: Memoirs of a Russian-Jewish Lawyer. 

University of California Press, 1981.P. XXV.
9  . . : (    . . ) // . 1938. 

13 .  4131. . 12. . :  . «    …». . 456.
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5.10.1923.

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives (Cincin-

nati, Ohio), Coll. MS 3, Box 6a, Folder 1. ( )

      —  -

  ( , 1869–1929)      

 .  1888 .     -

 .     ,  

   ,     1892 .   . 

       -  -

        -

18   (  ) ,   ,  1930-   
  . .  .   .  : http://

www.ruslit.net/preview.php?path=%u041F%u043E%u044D%u0437%u0438%u044F%20
%u0414%u0440%u0430%u043C%u0430%u0442%u0443%u0440%u0433%u0438%u04
4F/%u0424%u0435%u0434%u0435%u0440%u043E%u043B%u044C%u0444%20%u04
10%u0434%u0430/&fname=%u0420%u044F%u0434%u043E%u043C%20%u0421%20
%u0410%u043B%u0435%u0439.txt

19    (1876–1938) — , , .  
  — .
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  24,       (  

20 TheUnitedJewishCharities(   )  
  1896 .        

(AssociatedJewishAgencies – AJA).
21 The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (   -

  ),     « » 
    1914 .         -
 ,        . 

« »        . 
       « » ,  

           
  .

22 ARA — TheAmericanReliefAdministration (   
) —   1919 .  ,   

  .      
,    ( ) ,    

 « ».        
,     ,      -

       1921–1923 .    
        ,   

.       .
23  (  1924 . — )    1922 .  -

      ( ),  
 1914 .        : 

   ,     , 
    . .       , 

         -
    ( .  3).      1929 

. .:  .   1917–1939.    . 
.— , 1999. . 250–256.

24         (   
 ,  — )    1863 .  1908 .  

    -   
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  — )     1919 .   -

       ,   1925    
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. .:  . . . . 294–300.

26    « »    1921–1923 .,      
 . : BeizerM. Relief in Time of Need. Russian Jewry and the Joint 

1914–1924. Slavica Press, University of Indiana, 2015.
27 Bogen B. D.Born a Jew. N-Y., 1930.
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The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 
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35.       (1914–1917), 

        -

 ,     .  1919–1922 . . . — -
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    ,   

  (1923,   — . . ) 

        

.     -

 .  —     ,  

  ,    .  -

34  —          
   1880 .  -      

   « »  ,  ,   
    «   ».     — 

 ,    .
35    . Michael Beizer,” Que le Juif courbé redresse l’échine,” La 

naissance de l’OZE en Russie (1912-1917), L’œuvre de Secours aux Enfants et les populations 
juives au XXe siècle Prévenir et guérirdans un siècle de violences. Sous la direction deLaura 
Hobson Faure, Mathias Gardet, Katy Hazan et Catherine Nicault. Armand Colin/Recherches, 
2014. Pp. 24–45.
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        . 

 1926–1928 . —       
, .  .- . .  1928 . —   

  - .
38    1922 .      ,       

        (  — ). . .  
         . 

39   1922–1923 .     , 
          (  

) .  ,     
  —    .     

  .
40         

, ,  ,      .
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41   (Kahn, Dr. Bernhard, 1876–1955). -  (1921–1924), 
 (1924–1939)    (1939–1950)  -

 « »,       
 (1924–1939); -  « » (1950–1955). 

42 ,          , 
      . . .
43   1924 .    « »     

      
(American Jewish Joint Agricultural Corporation) « - »,   -

    « »   . 
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( )48  ,    .   -

46    (1877–1949) —  1903 .     . 
, ,  .  1924  1938  —  « -
».

47  . .  .:  .  :    //   
  : . ., ,   . 1919–1939 . . 

1 /  . . . . . 476–484.  . .  -
 —    . .,1998. 
48     ( , The Jewish Colonization Association - 

JCA)    1891 .         
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7. X. 1927.

Prof. B. Brutzkus, Berlin — Lichterfelde, Richardsctr 19.

 ! 

   Magazine  20 .     -

     50. ,     

  .    .    ,    

 ,     .    

       ,   

  .        

   .     .   

      ,     . 

   ,   .       

.         

 ,     51?  , 

        

«Emes» 52. 

50  ,     .    . , 
   :   «Agrarentwicklung und Agrarrevolution 

in Russland», Berlin, 1925    "Di Yiddishe Lands virshaft in Mizrekh-Eypope 
(«      », 1926).

51   ( ) (1884–1952) — , , -
  ,    -  (1917).  1921 .   

 .  1926 .       «  »,  
  «  »,  ,    -

           ( ,   
),   ,           

. ,       . .   
    1934 ,     ,   

 .  1949 .   ,   1952 .   
   . 

  ( )  (1879–1933) —   -
,  ,   , .  1918 .   

  ,  1920 . —  ,  1922 . —  .     
        (1925).  

      ,     -
          

.  1926 .    ,      
    . ,      

 ,     .    .
52   (  — ) — ,       1918–1939 

.  1930 . —      ( ).
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,    ( ).    . 
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      ,  .   
«     ». .,1929.

54    :    (1860–1941) — , , 
 .  10-  «    »   

        1925–1929 .    
 .
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55    .
56   —        —  

  (1922–1991).
57   (  ) —  , -
  1872  1939 .  .       
  . 

58      «   ».
59          .
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60    ( ) !
61       ,  ( )  (1870–1951) 
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    -    .

62    — . . 3, . 2  5. 
63    (1907–1987) —   .  —  

  .    (1903–1949) — , 
,    .   ,  

 (1910–1999)    .
64  (  )  ( )  (1873–1951), 

 , .   . . .  «  -   
     1917–1921 .» (     

« », 1995,  11  «  », 1997,  3).  (   
 .- . . )   .  : http://www.tez-rus.

net/ViewGood24248.html
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  (1863 — 1926) . . .    

       - -

 ,        I  

.        

.            -

   .  1905 .     -

,         -

   .  1907 .  —    

 —  ,     . 

  1917 .    .   1917 . 

      .  -

 ,      ,  

  .      ,   

   .        -

         

.  1919 .      -
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 1919 .     ,   

 .        ,    

     .    

    ,    

-   (1921).  1920-  . . . 

      ,  
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      ,     

      .     

,            ( -

,   )  «  ».  

      , 

   ,     . 

65   .    ,     :   .   
     ,   .

66   : Bogen B. D.BornaJew. N.-Y., 1930.



198  

  (Brutzkuz) . . . 10  [1924]. 

YIVO. RG 87. F. 785. P. 64641. ( )
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(20-  )     [ ] -

,   ,      . -

,    deracinés69*.   ,   , 

  .

67 JCA —    –   -
 ,   1891 .      -
,   ,   - ,  

   .  
68  . .  —   (1903–1949) — , , 

   .  1942 .  ; -  (1907–1987) — 
, .  1930-  .  - ; -  (1910–1999) — 

.  1930-  .  - .
69 *deracinés —  ( . .).
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. .: « », 1924. — 248 .
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;  (  . )   (1895–1983) —  . 

. , ,  ,     
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72   ( )  ( . ) (1873–1952) —  .- . 
, .  :  -       

 1917–1922 . ( . 1995. 11;  . 1997. 3).
73    (1863–1930) — , ,  

,        ,   
- .    .

74   (1880–1927) — ,  ,    
   ,  XX .   «  » 

 « »  .  . ,  .
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. .

79   (1857–1905) —  , -  
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